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PROGRAMME NOTE

My intention for this piece was to create a programmatic work. This accompanying programme

serves to contextualise each movement with its corresponding historical narrative. Yet the listener

may choose to approach this from an abstract perspective, and find their own interpration just as
accurate.

The programme may not therefore be integral to the experience of the listener, though it should
elevate it, as a guide to understanding the intentions of this music.

Movement One
‘All live to die, and rise to fall.’

1326, England.

Edward II is King, though his support diminishes rapidly as criticism of his reign spreads.
Caught up in a war with the French, Edward’s wife Isabella of France is sent across the
channel to negotiate peace — a desperate plea. However, it is not a treaty she returns with,
but the exile Roger Mortimer, and his army.

This 1s where the first movement begins. The King of England sits uneasy on the throne.

Movement Two
‘A lily of a day is fairer far in May.’

The fourteen-year-old heir of Edward grieves his fathers death.

Stabat mater dolordsa At the Cross her station keeping,
Jjuxta Crucem lacrimosa, Stood the mournful Mother weeping,
dum pendébat Filius. Close to Jesus to the last:

Quae meerébat et dolébat, Christ above in torment hangs,
pia Mater, dum vidébat She beneath beholds the pangs
nati peenas inclyti. Of her dying glorious Son.

Eja, Mater, fons amoris O thou Mother! fount of love!

me sentire vim doloris Touch my spirit from above,
fac, ut tecum lugeam. Make my heart with thine accord:
Fac ut portem Christi mortem, Let me, to my latest breath,
passionis fac consortem, In my body bear the death

et plagas recolere. Of that dying Son of thine.

In winter woe, befell me.




Movement Three
‘The eyes of men are idly bent on him that enters next.’

Three years after the death of Edward I, Roger Mortimer is the de facto ruler over Edward II1.
Rumours are beginning to circulate on Mortimer’s designs for the throne, and tension rises between
himself and the young King.

In October of 1330, Edward led a coup d'état. Sneaking through the tunnels of Nottingham Castle, a
small group of heavily armed men found their way into the apartments, capturing and taking the
usurper alive.

Roger Mortimer was tried as a traitor and sentenced to death. His naked body hung from the gallows
for two days.

In the rule that succeeded, Edward III became a renowned King, praised for his military success and
restoration of the Crown. He transformed England across a fifty-year reign.




Orchestral Instrumentation

Stringed instruments: First Violin, second Violin, Viola, Cello, Contrabass - At least some with C-
extension.
Harp - first and second. All with the strongest lineup possible.

Wind instruments: First Flute, second Flute. Third Flute, alternatively Piccolo.
First Oboe, second Oboe, English Horn.
First, second and third Clarinet in Bb.
First, second and third Bassoon. Third Bassoon alternatively
Contrabassoon if available.

Brass instruments: First, second, third and fourth Horn in F.
First, second and third Trumept in Bb. Third Trumpet alternatively Tenor
Trumpet if available.
First, second and third Trombone in Bb.
One Tuba.

Percussion instruments: Bass Drum, Timpani.

Vocal: Male child, treble voice.
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(J = ca. 100).
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Heavy, but with lightness. Like fog upon the sea.
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Grave. (J = ca. 42). Heavy and solemn, with an urge to break free.
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A Quartet in C Minor

for
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Milo Kemp



A Quartet in C Minor

Milo Kemp
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tempo rubato e appasionato
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pedal releases
exceptionally slow.




