“THERE IS NO POWER FOR
CHANGE GREATERTHAN A

COMMUNITY DISCOVERING
WHAT IT CARES ABOUT”

hargarat J, Whaeatley
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ABOUT ME

Hawving stuched Intemor Desgn at tha
renownad Edinburgh College of Art from
202425 | have absorbed the culture of
community in a historic oty enhanang
personal skills acquired from my childhood
in England and my Indian oncostry.
Studying on exchange in  Findand has also
provided ma with new porspectves from
studying difforant course contont, cultursd
summoundings and encountering diverse
teaching. My passion for mtenor dessgn
stems from its enmersive nature: you don't
Just usa it you esist within it

This book follows my final graduate project.
on a design topic and site | have selected and
responded to through ngorsous sito analysis
and extonsive theme research leading to a
dovalopad and functonal dossgn solution.




IEXISTING

SITUATION

Having bved in Edinburgh for over threa
yaors, ['ve witnessad the harsh reality of
homelessness, a sobenng contrast to
rmy homotown of Watford. Edinburgh's
homelessness rate 1s amongst the highast
in Scottand, with 2 23% rse in applications
from 2022 to 2023—tar excoading the
national avaraga of %

InJanuary 2024, | axperiancead housing
insacurity firsthand when | was evicted,
deapaning my undarstanding oftha
crisis. As a designer, | feal an ethacal duty
to address the challenges faced by the
unhousod focussing on social intogration
and reducing stigma

| mtend o explors how community

centars foster well-being with the rabionals

thoughtfully designed spaces that offer

dignity, security, and beauty are crucial for

emotional stability and self-worth,
THE TIME TO'ACT IS NOW.
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IPROJECT

INTRODUCTION

BRIEF
To design a commursty centra, that provides
day-tme spaces to unite those alienated in
sociaty,

Craating shared spaces that combat fealings
of abenation and discomfort in publc spaces
such as opticians, Ebranes and hospitals,
instead facilitating for the unhoused to be
ablo to play a moro contral role n sociaty,

Tha usars would primarity ba the unhousad,
with a particular focus on the youth as wel
a% workers in tha third sector and voluntoess,
Inoived in running the centre.
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Effective Social Cohesion
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'UN GOALS

S

Example of the Redevelopment of Brownfield Sites in Edinburgh

It & choar that significant undenimvestrmant
in social housing in areas such as Leith
over recent decades has had sewvara
consequences. As nang rents and
stagnant wages has pushad more pacple
into homelessness, there are fower
temporary housing opbans or equivalant
spacas available to support tham.

Ag such, this projoct sooks to respond to
the UN's Thth Sustainable Development
Goal for Sustainable Cities and
Communities. Spacifically making cities
and human saithements nclusive, safa,
resilient and suslainabla. .

The proect ako  ;volves the
redevelopment of a brownfield site part of
promoting the vabss of axesting bulidings
in the urban distnicts to the North-East of
the city. A key objactive of tha Edinburgh
Local Development Plan (2017 &
retrofitting intenors, espescially for public
and commercial spaces, communsy
contres can contribute to this.

The aim of the community centre is to
alsy connect communitios, anCOUrage
resiient Bing solutions and creste a
richar living anvironment.



USER

01 TRENDS

02 NATIONAL SURVEY
04 DEFINING THE WSER
06 USER ASSOCIATIONS
O7 CLIENT MEETING

08 CONNECTING CONCPETS



TRENDS
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Maticnally the unhoused are getting youngar, thera ara currently 10,000 in temporary

accomodation in Scotland (Sheltor Scotland, 2024). As a result my project can focus on 16

- 35 yoar olds with this demographic anguably having less purposa built cantres for social

interaction, also helping with the disangagment of community centres this age group has.

Aimad at thoso sloaping rough or staying in unsuitable termporary accomodation (this

could be from 4 monthes - 10 vears) and those who may have expenanced trauma. .-"'"
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INATIONAL SURVEY

Time Period: 28/08/2024 - 16M10/2024

Responses: 166

| carmiad out an onfine survey to

help ma understand local community
nopds to crosto @ usor-conirod and
pffecthe  smvironment  for social
integration. Tha link for the survey was
shared amongst several onlime media
forums and facebook groups to obtan as
mary respondents as possible.
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'NATIONAL SURVEY

Use of Local Centre Per Month Community Healthcare Clinic
As an Insentive to Visit /5

What features could your local community centre have for you to visit it more?

1- 2 bmes
2. Atimes S

= | Fire
[T T

& Umes Faavar
? 4

Responses of the unemployed:

Rooms to hire for communty groups
Gngars, comedians and  ontoriamens,
Bioos: cluh

Ewanirg and wookend activities

- Gardan spaces. cooking spaces

Socil groups, support groups, children's
groups

= Coffesftea momings, book dubs, clubs

for local youthteans, games swch as pool,
craft hobbies Fke knitting, support groups
for people with ADHD or ASD or suffering
from mantal hoealth issues, homoless
shodtars

= Awel woman group
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'DEFINING THE USER

3RD SECTOR
VOLUNTEERS

UNHOUSED
YOUTH
STAFF
MEMBERS Considerations
Durability & maintenance
Incentives

Day time centre, social
hub & access
healthcare chacks

Considerations
Safety & protection



The insentives will also include: a placo of
rest, of confidontiality, thoir own socuro
place fortheirvaluables as thoy may not focl
comfortable leaving thesa in their cumrant
Inding arangements. My space would not
inchuda accomodation but instead provide a
centre that adds a sense of routine to halp
establish a sense of place and territoriality.

Design Solution Concept Collage




(USER ASSOCIATIONS

It is important to maintan a user-centred
approach so all wisitors can feel safe
and secura, though there are different
porcapbions of prnciples for  diferent
people This & ewvdont whan companng
the assocations of the unhoused and social
workars. Inan exerces by Kearmoy and Kaplan
(19497 both sats of parbicipants describe thes
associgtions with the pinciples establishad
on tha previous page. Above shows the most
commion association for each group, it iswial
to consider as many users as possible.




\CLIENT MEETING

Date: 23/10/2024

| held a meeting with Paul Stevenson, the
Drector of Homelessness Prevention at
tha Bathany Christian Trust (BCT) based in
Edinburgh on tho specific conssdorations,
functions and long - term initiatives of an
effective centre to inform my eventusal
dasign choices, these am the findings:

\\ (/

Avoid

« Creating a feslng of security (barmers,
laryards, keys, uniforms etc)

+  Heavwy use of signage {remiscent of a
doctors)l

- Agrand facada, crosses/stained glasses
may bo triggoring and should be as
nautral a5 possibla.

« Baing overly accessible can lead to anti-
social loitaring space. too pubhc keads
o issues such as drug usa in the todet.
50 an alemant of privacy & requirad.

« loge windows that display wvisibly
into the site to avoid passer-bys to ba
poaring in.

Consider

= Side entrances that are accessible and
discrata for entaring & rearfire exts.

= The Grassmarket Community Project
is a good example of a building that
unites both housed and unhoused
cormemunihes.

+ A hstoncal buldng provides a
connaction and social history the users
may register with, Using perspex rathar
then glass for socurity

= Big open spaces ara invaluable (vaned-
usa) as well as smaller confidential
areas (Ho-l smal group sessons/
counsaling), Foyar

+ Shding doors can be used to create
smallor seperate spaces (not as

+  Claan noutrai walls

= Usar customesation of spaces n tha
building

=  Bikaldog storage

= Lockable rooms, lockers for those
without an addness.
showers, toilets, stafffwoluntoar offices
typically placed at the rear,

el
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ICONNECTING
CONCEPTS

The above key words represent the main guiding principles of public
and private design, it is important to batance this and find harmony in
wayfinding for the relevant transitional spaces.

&



Public Principles -

Private Principles -
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SITE

01 CHOSEN SITE

02 1.':Tn-’lTI?. !'HSI_DII\"




CHOSEN SITE

Mama: Formar Laith Methodist Church
Location: 1 Junction Placa, EHE 5JA
Date built: 1868

Gross internal Floor Area: VOTT me

The chosan siteis the former Laith Mathodist
Church, since 1868 it has been rebuilt in
1932 following the craation of tha Mathodist |
Lindon.

It weas further rofurbished n 1086 and coased
to be a church in 2008 when twas combened
wath inko anothar ste on Miccolson St and
usad a community hub by the YMCA,




SITE HISTORY

i
Ly

The site was built in 1862 for the purpose of prayer and worship - wath a small chapal at
tha front. Followang thés me ponod, m the 1880s, Loth was sbll an mdepandant town
and was a wital mantime hub. Being a Port area s location was crucial for Edinburgh's
shipping trade, revolving around coal. timber and grain. Howeser it still remaned a place
ofsgnificant poverty and poorworking conditions - due to sgnificant overcrowding and
lack of sufficiant housing. Graat Junction Street in particular was the main thoroughfare
that linkad the Leith docks to Edinburgh.
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In 2008, the =te expenenced a change of usa, the buillding was no longer used as 2
church as this function moved to the othor Mathodist Church in Nicolson Squars, in mong
cantral Edinbungh. Tha property was takan over by YMCA Edinbargh SCIO ta ba used
as a communety centre. Hosting chiderans parties and local community events such
a5 Christmas socials. This omganisation is part of a global movemant with the aims to:
"Empower young paople, children and their lamilies in Leith” from ymcaedinburgh.com.



'SITE LOCATION

The site is situated in Bonnington, part of the Leith Consarvation Arca. 2 1.5 mile long
boundary in the North - East of Edinburgh that is an area with uniguely compéax histornc
and architectural qualities. Symbalic for conneting the Watar of Laith and Leith Links. The
building itsalf is situated on 1 Junction Streat and is the second bullding of Great Junction
Streat: a busy road for acoassing businesses/schools/cantres atc.

Ve



SITE CONTEXT

Bonnington Residents Characteristics
Housing Situstion Age
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GROUND FLOOR

Tha building has multiple antrances, including a side antrance to the neighbouring stroot
ﬂwmlhau‘muhiﬂwplan.# *FE - Fre Ezcapeo
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FIRST FLOOR

€ Raar Stairwell
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SITE DRAWINGS

Facade -1

Facade- 2






'SITE MODEL

Site Exploded Isometric Interior Model < 10)



Skylight

m

The large skylight has three openings
that help the sight receive natural hght

Decorative Vaulted Ceiling

A
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' :I:I.': —_—

Stained glass is commonly associated
with churches and are often present
in important historical buildings in the
United Kingdom.
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'DESIGN CONCEPTS

My dasign project will lie batwoen
tha throshold of pubbc Gn ordar to
be 3 successhul community centre
that embraces the local membors of
community and surroundings) and private
{part of creating a parsonal and descrate
amaranmant B ey ekl
wal hﬁrghirdhﬁlsdmumtu Ancient Scottish Roundhousa
ona and group sassions) intervontions.
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Islasburgh Community Cantre
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SCHEDULE

Reception ® "o
W G Sovan
Dasabled Wi — Undes
Social Cafe Lounge
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1
Inthéslayout, Fhave marked out four indradual
guiet rooms at the rear of the site and have

2.

In this iteration there s a pass-through
cimculation strategy, with a comdioor on tha
ground floor that opens up to the social
lounge.

3

Hara, a more radial approach &5 used as
staff offices and swdlary rooms ane spaced
around a cantral point, that is mimicked via o
hrst foor void.

4,

In this layout. the primary stairwell i placed
towards the left of the building and a ift only
reachas to the second Roor, in order to carry
out ool maintenance. While the ground
foor waiting area is also for the upstairs
communal eatng spaco. The aontrance
faatures a double-hosght spaca, as s masting,
B.

In layout 5 caling baffles are used 4= a
decomative feature above the louder social
area, to muffla tham from notsa spreading to
thea first floor {wheno the conhdonbal spaces
arnl. Thaso can also be used as a form of
wayfinding as therr colours could signify the
social loungs and ‘worlang zones” on the first
floar,

UBBLE DIAGRAMS
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MODELING
CONCEPTS




MATERIAL
EXPLORATION

Part of the process of creating samples | had mefted down dyed wax glass with different
amounits. of colounmng to test its opacity - and consequent success as o privato dandor




DRAFT

VISUALISATIONS

Adrop-in spaceduring the day that is an “extension of a living room”
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Lounge

Draft Lighting Visusal
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IFLOORPLANS
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SECTIONS
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RECEPTION

Tha cantre will be a day-time spaca, running from Tam - tipm, the recaption desk has a
phonaline betwean thase howrs allowing people to collact their prescribad medicines.

Floor Plan Reference



14th Janurary
O7:42




CAFE

Seatng i hghbweight with furreturs that & with coverad fabncs that can be swapped out
to be cleaned/replaced, with high martindale qualties.




20th December
12:28
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SOCIAL LOUNGE

This araa will ba homa to group screenings of films for difforont sociatiesfovents forpeople
who use the centre, in place of a ving room of their own.
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Floor Plan Reference



8th September
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SOCIAL LOUNGE
DETAIL
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LIBRARY

Located on the first fioor, this is a mone sacluded emvircnment, however stll remains 2
pubbc library for citizens of Bdinbungh.
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Floor Plan Reference



3rd April
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Interior Perspective



LIBRARY
ELEVATIONS
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LIBRARY SEATING
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LIBRARY DETAIL
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EAST - WEST
SECTION




Library Fixed Seating Perspective Detailing
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PERSPECTIVE
SECTION
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